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Dear supporters,

It was an extraordinary year for the Denver Architecture Foundation (DAF), 

an organization dedicated to the exploration and experience of our great city 

by people of all ages. Please enjoy reading this annual report, the first since 

2012, sharing the many ways we increased public awareness and appreciation 

for architecture and related fields in 2024. Throughout the year, the Denver 

Architecture Foundation inspired appreciation for the city’s rich architectural 

heritage and dynamic present while championing its compelling future.

This was my first year at the helm, and I am honored to tally the foundation's 

successes and to reflect on the generosity of so many people to make it all happen. 

Specifically, I am grateful to our Board of Directors for this leadership opportunity, 

to all of you for your enthusiasm for our invigorated programming, and to our  

donors and funders for supporting our mission philosophically and financially. 

Doors Open Denver 2024 made manifest DAF’s mission to connect the places and 

the people that define our city. In a revitalized format, the 4-day festival showcased 

the city’s architectural evolution under the theme of “Denver Through Time.” Thousands of attendees engaged 

with buildings from our past, present, and future, deepening their understanding of how design shapes our 

Denver communities and improves our quality of life. We offered opportunities to visit or revisit favorite sites 

around the city, while opening new and different doors and inviting knowledge from new and diverse voices. 

Popular among the new programs were: a keynote lecture by a world-renowned architect and urban planner, 

a festive evening behind the doors of a private residential loft, and a public reception celebrating the winners 

and the artwork of the Y/OUR Denver Photographic contest. And, for the first time, we invited architecture 

offices to open their doors and showcase their past portfolios and future plans “on the boards.” We thank our 

board members, sponsors, donors, cultural partners, and robust volunteer corps who ideated and implemented 

alongside us to make Doors Open Denver 2024 so special! 

Our youth educational initiative, The Cleworth Architectural Legacy Project, also flourished in 2024. By 

introducing elementary school students to architecture and design thinking, DAF nurtures the next generation 

of diverse minds who will shape Denver’s future skyline with their fresh ideas.

During the year, we initiated and hosted dozens of walking tours, hard hat tours, and even debuted a new series 

called “Beyond the Facade” in which leading architects share the back stories about their city-shaping work and 

guide behind-the-scenes tours of their offices and their ways of working.

Clearly, this extraordinary year would not have been possible without the dedication of many supporters. Your 

excitement, trust, and commitment make our work joyful. I strongly believe that the mission and relevance of 

the Denver Architecture Foundation is increasingly vital as Denver grows and goes forward. Thank you for being 

part of this journey  in 2024, and we look forward to learning even more together in 2025. 

With gratitude and anticipation for the year ahead,

 

Meg Touborg  

President and CEO

 McKensie Coyle 
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Denver Architecture Foundation offers year-round opportunities to engage with Denver’s built 

environment through a variety of events. In 2024, we offered walking tours of new buildings and old 

favorites, offered Hard Hat Tours exploring new construction in the city, and heard from experts in 

three thought-provoking lectures about architecture and design in Denver and beyond. 2024 also saw 

the return of Doors Open Denver fully in-person for the first time since 2019.

BY THE NUMBERS

ADULT EDUCATION  
PROGRAMS

30
Walking Tours

5
Hard Hat 
Tours

3
Lectures

 102
Activations during 
Doors Open Denver 
weekend

49154915
 Total Participants

ONE RIVER NORTH 
HARD HAT TOUR	
One River North made national headlines 

for its innovative design featuring a canyon 

running through the center of the facade. Davis 

Partnership Architects led DAF members on a 

tour of the building as construction crews were 

finalizing interior finishes and completing the 

exterior details, over a month before the building 

was open to new residents.

 Mickkail Cain 
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Doors Open Denver is an annual festival celebrating the built environment. During our flagship 

event, Denver literally opens its doors to the public, inviting people behind the scenes of well 

known buildings, private spaces, and big ideas related to the built environment. 2024 marked the 

return of Doors Open Denver fully in person for four days of dynamic programming. Darrin Alfred, 

Curator of Architecture and Design at the Denver Art Museum, called the event one of his top 10 

cultural moments of the year: 

DOORS OPEN 
DENVER

“This year marked the much-anticipated return of Doors 
Open Denver, the Denver Architecture Foundation’s annual 
celebration of the city’s built environment, fully in person 
for the first time in four years. Under the leadership of Meg 
Touborg, the 2024 event was reimagined and revitalized, 
featuring walking tours, open sites, and a gala at the Populus 
hotel that highlighted Denver’s architectural heritage 
and innovation. A standout addition this year was the 
inclusion of architectural firms opening their offices to the 
public, offering a rare behind-the-scenes look at projects 
currently in development. Doors Open Denver continues to 
connect communities to the creativity shaping the city’s 
future, celebrating its past while inspiring its evolution.” 

– Darrin Alfred

BY THE NUMBERS

31283128
 Total Participants

 97
Volunteers

 102
Events & Activations

	55	 Icon Events

	17 	 Architecture Offices

	21 	 Insider Tours

	9 	 Special Events

 The Unfound Door



    �KEYNOTE  
LECTURE 

Doors Open Denver weekend 

began with an important keynote 

lecture from Vishaan Chakrabarti, 

renowned architect, thought 

leader, and founder of PAU 

Studio, on the launch day of his 

newest book, The Architecture of 

Urbanity: Designing for Nature, 

Culture, and Joy.

    �KICKOFF  
RECEPTION

Guests were welcomed into 

the unique private residence of 

Carla Hartman, granddaughter of 

Ray and Charles Eames and her 

husband, painter Carl Hartman to 

celebrate the opening of Doors 

Open Denver.

    �GALA AT  
POPULUS

To close out the weekend, 

Populus opened their doors to 

Denver Architecture Foundation 

for a gala celebrating the hotel’s 

completion and an inside look at 

the operations of the nation’s first 

carbon-positive hotel.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Atrium 
Sponsors

Mezzanine  
Sponsors

Media  
Sponsor

 The Unfound Door
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The Cleworth Architectural Legacy (CAL) Project provides K-8 students with an engaging architecture 

education, helping them think critically about their built environment. Through collaboration with 

architects, engineers, and design professionals, students develop essential 21st Century skills, such 

as creativity, communication, and problem-solving. By integrating STEAM concepts, CAL makes 

learning fun and hands-on, fostering critical thinking through activities like designing park structures 

or community centers. Named after Denver preservationist Charles W. Cleworth, 

CAL honors his love for architecture and dedication to teaching children about 

the built environment. The program positively influences children by connecting 

them to real-world applications and offering enriching, interactive learning 

experiences that inspire a passion for architecture.

YOUTH 
EDUCATION

2024 EDUCATOR TEAMS
Liz Reynolds | University Park Elementary (DPS) | SmithGroup

Matt Gibson | Hallett Academy | RATIO Architects

Kaitlyn Carson | McKinley-Thatcher Elementary  | OZ Architecture

Kaitlyn Carson | McKinley-Thatcher Elementary | MOA Architecture

Carol Redmond | Cherry Creek Academy | HDR

Vicki Ortiz | Foster Dual Language Pk-8 | Rowland & Broughton 

Stephanie Hultine | Foster Dual Language Pk-8 | Rowland & Broughton

Tony Lindsay | Hallett Academy | SAR+ (Shears Adkins Rockmore)

Carla Whitney | Hallett Academy | Davis Partnership Architects

Tamara Marocco | Lowry Elementary | Cuningham

Tom Williams | Lowry Elementary | Stantec

Mandy Horn | Lowry Elementary | Hord Coplan Macht (HCM)

Kirk Benson | Cherrelyn Elementary | 4240 Architecture

Angela Dire | Teller Elementary | BRS + JNS Team

Laura Hackney | Teller Elementary | Fentress + Populous Team

Anne Dailey & Jennifer Holdeman| Carson Elementary | HKS

Melissa McCalister & Jennifer Holdeman | Carson Elementary | Hollis + Miller

358358
 Total Youth Participants  
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Staff

Alyssa Hornyak, 
Program Manager

Meg Touborg,  
President & CEO

Board of Directors

Jovina Amor, Board Member | 
Associate Principal, JNS Design

Kurt Basford, Board Chair |  
Principal, Stantec

Bart Dickson, Board Member | 
VP of Construction Operations, 
Shaw Construction

Christine Ekman, Board 
Member | Retired 
Telecom Consultant

Alan Golin Gass FAIA, 
Emeritus Board Member 

Lauren Grenz, Secretary | 
Senior Structural Engineer 
II, IMEG Corp.

Chad Holtzinger, Board 
Member | President, 
Shopworks Architecture

Eugene Howard, Board 
Member | Land Use 
Planning and Housing 
Unit Manager, Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs

Chris Jahn, Board Member | 
FUSE Studio Architects

Isabelle Lockwood, Board 
Member | Vice President, 
Development, AMLI Residential

Cari Riedlin, Retired Board 
Chair | Retired Principal, 
Denver Public Schools

Cade Scholl, Treasurer | Chief 
Financial Officer, Zocalo 
Community Development

Mike Shomo, Executive 
Committee Member | 
Shareholder, Polsinelli

Kaci Taylor, DEIA Chair | 
Founder/CEO, THE5WH

Volunteers

Robin Adams

Lisa Alonge

Jovina Amor

Kevin Armstrong, 
Barker Rinker Seacat 
Architecture

Jim Arneill, Denver 
Botanic Gardens

Rebecca Arnold, SKB

Carolyn Badalucco

Jim Barrett, enterprise 
architect, writer 
and historian

Dyllan Bathgate, 
Tour Liaison

Robert Beery

Jennifer Bettridge

Astha Bhargava

Elizabeth Bingert

Duane Boyle, 
United States Air 
Force Academy

Davis Breedlove, 
Farm & Market

Chrissy Breit

Louis Brown

Kristin Bryant

Mickkail Cain

Rebecca Caldwell, 
North High School

Anne Campbell

Charles Cannon, 
Fentress Architects

Natalie Cariello, 
Tour Liaison

James Chappell, 
Denver Union 
Station Historian

Chris Citron, Friends 
of the Mayan

Maria Cole, Studio Cole

Kathy Corbett, 
Architectural Historian

April Corey, Clanton 
& Associates

Bob Coulson

Dan Craig, SAR+ 
Architecture

Kate Cullen, Cullen 
Lighting Studio

Alexa Culshaw, 
Lighthouse Writers 
Workshop

Joe DeRose, North 
High School Alumni 
Association

Ken Dobrovolny, 
South High Alumni 
Association

Renee Donahue

Chris Donato, 
Champagne Tiger

Kate Dresher

Michael Dulude

Christine Ekman

Gene Fatur

Valerie Fatur

Parker Featherson, 
Uchi Denver

Chris Geddes

Fred Glick, Developer

Marcia Tremmel 
Goldstein

Michael Gonzales, 
Tour Liaison

Tim Gordon, Davis 
Partnership Architects

Maggie Gourd-
Barrett, educator

Angie Graham, 
Compliment Design

Rachel Grammes

Annie Gregor, 
Tour Liaison

Lauren Grenz, 
IMEG Corp.

Michael Henry, 
Lighthouse Writers 
Workshop

Arthur Hodges

Celeste Hodges

Chloe Hoeft, Notes Live

Nancy Howe

Joel Hudnall

Chris Jahn

Tabetha Jones

Drew Jordan, Denver 
Parks & Rec

Charles Jordy, Jordy 
Construction

Mary June

Ariadne Kaptur, Davis 
Partnership Architects

Kenda Keenan, Clyfford 
Still Museum

Tyler Kiggins, Wenk 
Associates

Connie Kilpatrick

Daniel Kimpton

Sarah Klarich

David Knapp, OZ 
Architecture

Sue Knight

Suzanne Larimer

Patric Lee, Davis 
Partnership Architects

Tom Legueri

Maren Lettin

Wendy Littlepage, 
Denver Museum of 
Miniatures, Dolls & Toys

Mia Martinez Lopez, 
West High School

Brittany Lynch, Clanton 
& Associates

Toby Lyttle, Tour Liaison

Samantha Martin, 
History Colorado

Carolyn McGinnis

Jason McKendrick, 
Denver Athletic Club

Melissa Menard

Carol Mikesh

Carol Miller

Graham Mills

Chad Mitchell

Mary Monson

Michael M. Moore, 
Tres Birds

Brigid O’Connor, 
Zang Mansion

James Palmer, Davis 
Partnership Architects

Jacqueline Polgar

Arlan Preblud, We 
Don’t Waste

Marydean Purves

Deb Pyykkonen

Gordon Reusink

Marty Rickett, JE Dunn

Carolyn Riedlin

Paul Roberts

Brian Rowland

Rocio Rowland

Greg Rowley, Historic 
Elitch Gardens 
Theatre Foundation

Adam Rude, SAR+ 
Architecture

Kathryn Rust

Dane Sanders, Clanton 
& Associates

Cade Scholl

Brennan Schumacher, 
Mazzetti

Lauren Sherman 
Boemker

Shaughn Sinclair, 
Denver Zoo

Oscar Soto

Angela Spangler

Jan Stephen

Vincent Szafranko

Elizabeth Thomas

Esther Varney

Heather Vasquez 
Johnson, JNS

Megan Vogt

Jane Walking

John Walthier

Steve Weil, Rockmount 
Ranch Wear

Tanner Welsh, 
Tour Liaison

Peggy Whitt

Martha Woods

Christy Youngsma

Jeremy Zerger, 
Tour Liaison

THE PEOPLE OF DAF



Contact

Meg Touborg  
President and CEO 

Denver Architecture Foundation 
meg@denverarchitecture.org 

303.390.1653 x1

At the heart of the Denver Architecture Foundation lies a profound focus on ensuring 

equitable access and the inclusion of diverse voices and perspectives into our 

programming. This commitment isn't a surface-level endeavor, it is woven into the 

very fabric of our operational policies and procedures, steering every aspect of the 

Foundation. We take deliberate steps to recruit, provide support for, and retain staff and 

board members who genuinely reflect a diverse array of lived and learned experiences. 

As a result, the foundation consistently champions diversity, equity, inclusion, and 

access - fostering these values as an integral and unwavering part of its identity.

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR 
DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
Architectural Education Foundation

Anonymous

Alan Golin Gass

Bonfils-Stanton Foundation

Denver Architecture Foundation Board of Directors 

Montgomery Cleworth

Sheila Cleworth

FirstBank

Carla Hartman

HDR Foundation

Hodges Charitable Foundation

Dennis Humphries

National Endowment for the Arts

Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD)

Virginia Hill Foundation

FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION

Interest/Other

7.3%Program 
Revenue

12.9%

Contributions 
and Grants

79.8%

REVENUE
$379.6k

Personnel

56.1%

Operations

11.1%

Contract 
Services

14.8%

Program 
Expenses

17.9%

EXPENSES
$387.2k


