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FINE ARTS

New views ot old Uenver
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PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE DENVER ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION
Eric Hagemann's shot titled “Convergence” won "Best of Show" in the annual Denver Architecture Photo Contest.

Architecture Foundation's
annual photo contest sees

the city in both fresh
and familiar ways

By Ray Mark Rinaldi

media@rayrinaldi.com

The annual Visions of Denver Archi-
tecture Photo Contest is a very casual af-
fair, and that’s what makes it a pleasure
for both the photographers who enter and
the Denverites who wait each year to see
their pictures of buildings in the city.

Anyone can submit a photo, so the win-
ners’ list often ends up being a mix of se-
rious professionals who make their living
creating photos, and hobbyists who are
out there for the fun of it — there is no hi-
erarchy. And there’s no official time limit
on when the images are captured. That
means photographers can go out hunting
for a great shot just for the competition, or
folks can root through their personal ar-
chives — digital or print — for that favor-
1te picture they always thought deserved
more eyes.

That gives a nice duality to the batch of
winning photos published online by the
competition’s main sponsor, the Denver Ar-
chitecture Foundation, which updated the
name of the event this vear while keep-
Ing the basic premise the same (in earlier
1terations it was called the Y/Our Denver
photo contest). This photo, by John Deffenbaugh, captures Republic Plaza, Denver’s tallest building,

CONTEST»PAGE4 through a window of the recently built Populous Hotel.
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CITATION (APA STYLE)
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PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE DENVER ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION

Left: Alan Golin Gass' vintage shot of the Tivoli Brewery won the category of “Best Urban Landscape.” Right: Kyle Durlam titled this photo “Capitol Hills.”
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The photos can feel fresh and
journalistic because they docu-
ment new buildings popping up
in the city. Or they can feel time-
less because they feature long-
standing structural landmarks
from updated viewpoints.

Or they can do both. One ex-
ample among this year’s winners
is John Deffenbaugh’s image of
Denver’s skyline centered on the
42-year-old downtown skyscraper
called Republic Plaza, which hap-
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Frank Varn y'

s image of the Triangle Building on Wewatta Street in

pens to be the city’s tallest build-
ing. His scene 1s framed through
the curving windows of the re-
cently built Populus Hotel — de-
signed by the architecture firm
Studio Gang — that mimic the
bark of an aspen tree. The photo
simultaneously presents a view of
old Denver and new Denver.

“It was taken from a restroom
at the top of the Populus Hotel.
They are gender-neutral, so they
have individual stalls, and some
have great views,” he said. “It was
dusk and I was struck by the con-
trast between the colors of down-
town 1n the background and the
pale foreground.”
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downtown Denver. The shot won “Best Urban Detail.”

The moment was serendipi-
tous, he said. “A basic function
turned into a delight, a hallmark
of great design.”

Other photos that highlight
recent design projects include
Deanna Marie Raso’s picture fo-
cusing on the curving stairway
that connects the first and sec-
ond floors of the Denver Art Mu-
seum’s Martin Building, originally
designed by Gio Ponti. The stair
was added during a 2021 renova-
tion, led by the Boston firm Mach-
ado Silvetti.

Raso’s photo won the “Best
Urban Interior” category in this
year’s contest.

Similarly, Frank Varney’s im-
age of the Triangle Building on
Wewatta Street downtown offers
a chance to take a closer look
at another newish building, de-
signed by Anderson Mason Dale
Architects. Varney’s shot captures
the structure’s sharp corners from
ground level, making it almost
look like the bow of a ship pull-
ing into a port.

Varney, whose picture took the
category of “Best Urban Detail,”
photographed the building on a
very bright day and emphasized
its mirrored exterior surface,
which almost disappears into
the surrounding blue sky and the
puffs of clouds that are passing by.

As for photos that capture old
Denver, the contest drew scores
of good examples. There is a vin-
tage photo by Alan Golin Gass of
the Tivoli Brewery on the Auraria
Campus downtown. The photog-
rapher, who also happens to be a
legendary Denver architect, took
the image years ago when there
was almost no development sur-
rounding the ornate, white struc-
ture. The photo won the category
of “Best Urban Landscape.”

Another photo that captures a
familiar setting is Kyle Durlam’s
skyline shot of the State Capitol
and the equally iconic Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Con-
ception. The buildings seem to ex-
ist in a dreamy yellow haze, with
a backdrop of Colorado’s foothills
rendered in shades of gold.

It 1s not a new photo at all, Dur-
lam explained when I asked about
the image, and it is wrapped up
in his own family memories. He

This is Deanna Marie Raso's photo titled “DAM — Martin Building Stairs
No. 1." It took the prize for “Best Urban Interior.”

took it from a waiting room at St.
Joseph’s Hospital (a building that
has since been torn down) in 2010
while his father was having a ma-
jor surgery.

Durlam, a busy photographer
with plenty of experience shoot-
ing Denver landmarks, saw an op-
portunity and seized it.

“The sunset was setting up
nicely and I had my camera with
me only because I had needed it
for a client meeting earlier in the
day. Pure luck there,” he said in
response to my query about the
image. “I especially like that van-
tage point because it makes the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immac-
ulate Conception look like it is
further east of the State Capitol
than it really is.”

Durlam’s photo represents well
why the Denver Architecture

Photo Contest is so popular. It fo-
cuses on the best vistas in the city
while highlighting two art forms
at the same time: photography
and building design. Its unpre-
tentious nature — letting anyone
play the game — makes it an ac-
cessible art exercise everyone here
can appreciate.

The photos are currently on
view 1n a gallery posted on the
website of the Denver Architec-
ture Foundation. The virtual ex-
hibit features 30 images from 17
photographers selected by this
year’s juror, Emily Minton Red-
field.

To view the images, go to:
denverarchitecture.org

Ray Mark Rinaldi is a
Denver-based freelance writer
who specializes tn fine arts.
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